
POCONO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 26th, 2016 

7:00 P.M. 

The Pocono Township Planning Commission Regular Meeting was held on 

September 26
th
, 2016 at the Pocono Township Municipal Building, 

Tannersville, PA, and opened by Chairman Ron Swink at 7:00 p.m. by the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL: Ron Swink, present Scott Gilliland, present; Marie Guidry,            

present; Robert Demarest, present; Robert DeYoung, present; Dennis 

Purcell, present; and Jeremy Sawicki, present. 

 

Lisa Pereira, Planning Commission Solicitor, and Melissa Prugar, Township 

Engineer; Charles Vogt, Township Manager; and Pamela Finkbeiner, Township 

Secretary; were present. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COMMENTS: Chairman R. Swink noted the Planning 

Commission meets the 2
nd
 and 4

th
 Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 

p.m. The board will address 5 comments per plan and noted each visitor has 

the right to comment at this time or before any action is taken on a 

matter. 

He noted the Brookdale petition will be accepted for review. Lisa Pereira, 

Twp. Solicitor, explained the Planning Commission will accept it for 

review and forward it on to the Monroe County Planning Commission. B. 

DeYoung suggested forwarding it on to the MCPC first for their comments. 

B. DeYoung made a motion, seconded by M. Guidry, to forward it on to MCPC 

for review first. Roll call vote: D. Purcell, yes; R. DeYoung, yes; S. 

Gilliland, no; R. Swink, no; M. Guidry, yes; B. Demarest, yes; and J. 

Sawicki, yes.  

R. Swink noted the PC is responsible to the residents and the PC should 

review the petition. Discussion followed. 

Ed Sarubbi, Summit Road, addressed the Board requesting resident’s 

concerns be heard. He noted an estimated 200 people are opposed to the 

amendment. 

R. DeYoung explained the petition is for a change to the Zoning Ordinance 

for RD uses, and not change of land use to Commercial. He noted a plan has 

not been submitted to the Township. 

Brad Pensyl, Lakeview Lane, questioned the group care facility – No. 27 of 

the amendment. 

Discussion followed on if the Planning Commission should review the 

petition at the same time as the MCPC.  

Robert Ritenuti, Old Orchard, asked if residents can comment at the MCPC 

meeting.  

Discussion followed on allowing the Planning Commission to start their 

review.  

B. DeYoung made a motion to rescind the motion to send the petition to the 

MCPC, first, D. Purcell, seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.  

 

B. DeYoung made a motion, seconded by M. Guidry, to accept the petition 

for review and concurrently with submitting to the Monroe County Planning 

Commission for review.  
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BROOKDALE PETITION CONT: 

B. Demarest suggested the PC Board wait for the County review before 

making a recommendation.  

Steve Larson, Brookdale Road, questioned if the Planning Commission can 

reject that petition. L. Pereira stated only the Board of Commissioners 

can reject the petition.  

Don Savan, resident, spoke concerning the need for additional police for a 

treatment center. 

Roll call vote: D. Purcell, yes; B. DeYoung, yes; S. Gilliland, no; R. 

Swink, no; M. Guidry, yes; B. Demarest, yes; and J. Sawicki, no. Motion 

carried. 

Judi Sarubbi, Twp. resident, questioned if residents will be notified of 

meetings.  

Maxine Turbolski, Twp. resident, commented on contacting the Board of 

Commissioners with concerns.  

 

MANAGER’S REPORT: It was noted the next meeting will be the Columbus Day 

holiday. M. Guidry made a motion, seconded by B. Demarest, to cancel the 

October 10
th
, 2016 Planning Commission meeting. All in favor. Motion 

carried. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

Pam Finkbeiner, Twp. Secretary noted a Time extension Sanofi Pasteur, Inc. 

Tier One Parking Deck Project – for sixty (60) days, was received. 

 

MINUTES: 

D. Purcell made a motion, seconded by B. Demarest, to approve the minutes 

of the 09/12/2016. J. Sawicki, abstained. All in favor. Motion carried. 

 

NEW PLANS AND SUBMISSIONS FOR PLANNING COMMISSION REVIEW: None 

Kelly Minor Subdivision Plan – Frank Smith represented the plan. The plan 

is for a minor subdivision of land located between Rt. 314 and Moss Drive 

in Swiftwater. D. Purcell made a motion, seconded by B. DeYoung, to accept 

the Kelly Minor Subdivision Plan. All in favor. Motion carried. 

 

FINAL PLANS UNDER CONSIDERATION: 

Kinsley Minor Subdivision – Plan fees paid. Plan accepted at the 

04/25/2016 P.C. Meeting. Tabled at the 09/12/2016 mtg. Revised plans 

submitted 06/17/2016. A time extension letter was received until 

12/19/2016. The Board of Commissioners approved the RFM for SALDO Sec. 

3.208.M – Maximum grade on local access street at their 09/06/2016 mtg.  

D. Purcell made a motion, seconded by J. Sawicki, to table the Kinsley 

Minor Subdivision Plan. All in favor. Motion carried. 

 

G. M. and Kailas Amin – 4 Lot Minor Subdivision – Plan fees paid. Plan 

accepted at the 05/09/2016 P.C. meeting. Tabled at the 09/12/2016 mtg.  A 

time extension was received until 11/30/2016. Revised plans and response 

letter were submitted on 09/06/2016. Brian Courtright represented the 

plan. M. Prugar, Twp. Engineer, noted she had received the revised plan 

today.  
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G.M. & KAILAS AMIN CONT: 

SWM 104.8 – Drainage Study – M. Guidry made a motion, seconded by B. 

Demarest, to recommend approval of the RFM from SWM, Sec. 104.8. All in 

favor motion carried. 

 

S. Gilliland made a motion, seconded by B. Demarest, to recommend the BOC 

approve the G. M. and Kailas Amin – 4 Lot Minor Subdivision, conditioned 

upon the comments of Twp. Engineer’s review letter of 09/16/2016 be 

addressed. All in favor motion carried.  

 

PRELIMINARY PLANS UNDER CONSIDERATION: 

Sheldon Kopelson – Commercial Development (Lot 3) – Plan accepted at the 

08/13/2013 P.C. mtg. Tabled at the 09/12/2016 mtg. Deadline for 

consideration is 06/30/2016. B. Demarest made a motion, seconded by S. 

Gilliland, to table the Sheldon Kopelson – Commercial Development (Lot 3) 

All in favor. Motion carried. 

 

Spa Castle Land Development – Plan accepted at the 12/14/2015 mtg. Plan 

fees paid. Planning modules rejected by the Commissioners. Tabled at the 

09/12/2016 mtg. A time extension letter was received until 04/17/2017.                                                     

B. Demarest made a motion, seconded by D. Purcell, to table the Spa Castle 

Land Development Plan. All in favor. Motion carried. 

 

Camelback Lot 13 and Hotel – Plan fees paid. Plan was accepted at the 

07/25/2016 mtg. the plan was tabled at the 09/12/2016 mtg. B. Demarest 

made a motion, seconded by D. Purcell, to deny the Camelback Lot 13 and 

Hotel LDP, unless a time extension letter is received. All in favor. 

Motion carried. 

 

Sanofi Pasteur Tier One Parking Deck – Plan fees paid. The Plan was 

accepted at the 07/11/2016 Mtg. The plan was tabled at the 09/12/2016 mtg.            

D. Purcell made a motion, seconded by J. Sawicki, to table the Sanofi 

Pasteur Tier One Parking Deck. S. Gilliland abstained. All in favor. 

Motion carried. 

 

PRESENTAION OF VARIANCE, SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS, CONDITIONAL USE, ET AL, 

APPLICATIONS:  None 

 

Summit Health Systems Conditional Use Application – The Hearing scheduled 

for 09/29/2016 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

UNFINISHED/NEW BUSINESS: 

R. Swink noted Commissioner Judi Coover is working with the MCPC for the 

sign ordinance.  

B. DeYoung noted the SALDO is almost completed. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Ramona Shupp, Twp. resident, explained a large vacation 

rental is being built in a residential neighborhood and asked if the 

Township could address the problem. Mike Tripus, Twp. Zoning Officer, 

noted the property is zoned commercial and Vacation rentals are allowed. 

Discussion on actions the Township may take to address short term rentals. 
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M. Guidry requested the time schedule of plans are included in the agenda 

packages.  

 

ADJOURNMENT: D. Purcell made a motion, seconded by M. Guidry, to adjourn 

the meeting at 8:25 p.m. All in favor. Motion carried. 

 
Respectfully Submitted 

Pamela Finkbeiner 

Township Secretary  


